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AFRICA-FRIDAY REFLECTIONS
"AFROCENTRIC THOUGHT"

COGNITIVE SOVEREIGNTY
BY VELI MBELE"SOMPISI"
I am increasingly realising that the biggest
cognitive/epistemic battle field for Afrikan
people today- is the subject of
'history'.

We are also accepting a historical timeline.
We are accepting a historical memory.
Most fundamentally, we are accepting an
instrument of location and navigation.

In my view, what is referred to as the
subject of 'history' is actually knowledge
self. To understand and grasp all
externalities, we must first understand,
know and master the true self.

This instrument ( falsified as it is) then
becomes our primary means of location
and movement, through time and space
(means of location and navigation).

If we as Afrikans accept the currenthegemonic version of the history (the
knowledge of self of others) of time and
space, as the absolute and ultimate truthwe are not just accepting a historical
account.

A falsified instrument we later pass on to
our children in the name of 'education',
'progress', 'science', 'enlightenment' etc.

This then means, we base our very
understanding of our being
on the sense of being of others, who are
not just not us, but who are also
anti-us.
Consequently, then our most sacred
pillars of our worldview (falsified) such as
knowledge, truth, value, beliefs, dieties,
progress, achievement or victory-are
definitional derivatives of a worldview
that is not ours, but that of our racetormentors.

"THIS COGNOESPISTEMIC
CONUNDRUM
THEREFORE DEFINES
US AS THE COGNITIVE
CAPTIVES OF OUR
RACE-TORMENTORS."

In this sense, all that we today uphold or
revere as knowledge, time, truth, value,
beliefs, deities, progress, achievement or
victory are all horribly false
representations of time and space.
Why is this so? This is so because such
representations of time and space do not
have their genesis in our indigenous
worldview, but in the worldview of our
race-tormentors.
This cogno-espistemic conundrum
therefore defines us as the cognitive
captives of our race-tormentors. Logically,
this then imposes on us the life-mission of
achieving what I call cognitive sovereignty.
What do I mean by cognitive sovereignty? I
refer to the cogno-espistemic state or
capacity to perceive and engage with time
and space, through our own cognoespistemic instruments.
For instance, once we have developed and
internalised this instrument ( on the basis
of our indigenous worldview), we will
easily see how even the date of this
reflection is a historical falsehood
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